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At-risk languages         Date: _____________________________ 
Look at the map and read the information. Then, decide if the statements are 
true or false. 

 
 

There are about 7,000 spoken languages in the world. However, there are 2,000 
languages with very few speakers, the amount of 1,000. According to UNESCO 
estimates, about half of the world's spoken languages will disappear by the end of 
the century.  
 

Linguistic extinction will hit some countries and regions harder than others. In the 
United States, endangered languages are primarily located along the West coast, as 
well as in reservations of indigenous people in the Midwest. 
 

True-false statements 
1. The map provides information about endangered languages worldwide.    T   /   F 

2. Linguistic extinction will impact every country equally.   T   /   F 
3. Endangered languages are primary located along the East coast in the USA. T  / F 

4. Mexico has no endangered languages.   T   /   F 

5. Two thousand of languages have a very small number of speakers.   T   /   F 
6. UNESCO estimates that a quarter of the world’s languages will disappear  

    by the end of the century.   T   /   F 

7. The number of native speakers of a language is a key factor in its survival.  T   /   F 

8. Australia and Southeast Asia are about to lose the most languages.   T   /   F 
9. Sub-Saharan Africa is about to lose a high amount of linguistic diveristy.   T   /   F 

10. Linguistic diversity is not important for global culture.   T   /   F 
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