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Original and Modern 
Read the list of original and modern 
meanings and match them with 
their corresponding words from the 
box.  
 

 

terrific – gay – bachelor – girl – 
hacker – villain – awful 

 
 
 

Original Meaning: A young person of 
either sex. 
Modern Meaning: A female child or 
young woman. 
1. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: Happy, lively. 
Modern Meaning: Homosexual. 
2. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: Clever programmer. 
Modern Meaning: One who gains 
unauthorized access to computer 
systems. 
3. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: Full of awe or 
wonder. 
Modern Meaning: Extremely bad or 
unpleasant. 
4. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: A farmhand. 
Modern Meaning: A character in a 
story or play who opposes the hero. 
5. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: A young knight. 
Modern Meaning: An unmarried man. 
6. Word: _______________________ 
 

Original Meaning: Causing terror. 
Modern Meaning: Fantastic, excellent. 
7. Word: _______________________ 
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