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Protagonist and antagonist   Date: ______________________ 

Fill in the blanks using the following words: 
 

 

princess - empire – mountain – between - his –  
conflict - devastated - love - battle – sabotage  

 

 

Princess Iztaccihuatl (Protagonist): 

Princess Iztaccihuatl is depicted as the most beautiful of all the princesses in the 

Aztec 1) _____________. She is the daughter of the chief of the Tlaxcaltecas, bitter 

enemies of the Aztecs. Despite the ongoing conflict between their peoples, 

Iztaccihuatl falls deeply in 2) _____________ with Popocatepetl, a young warrior 

from her father's tribe. Her love for Popocatepetl is profound, and she eagerly awaits 

his return from 3) _____________ to consummate their love. However, she tragically 

dies after being falsely informed of his death, succumbing to overwhelming sadness. 

Iztaccihuatl represents love, beauty, and the innocent victim of deception. 
 

Popocatepetl (Protagonist): 

Popocatepetl is portrayed as the most handsome warrior among the Tlaxcaltecas 

and deeply in love with 4) _____________ Iztaccihuatl. He requests her hand in 

marriage from her father before departing for war, promising to return victorious. 

Popocatepetl embodies bravery, loyalty, and devotion. When he finds out of 

Iztaccihuatl's death upon his return, he is 5) ________________ and roams the 

streets in grief. In order to honor their love and ensure she is never forgotten; he 

creates a grand tomb by piling ten hills together to form a huge  

6) ________________. He lovingly places Iztaccihuatl's body on the summit and 

kneels before her, guarding her eternal sleep. Popocatepetl's actions showcase his 

unwavering love, resilience, and commitment to 7) _____________ beloved. 
 

Love Rival (Antagonist): 

The legend briefly introduces a love rival of Popocatepetl who becomes the 

antagonist in the story. This jealous rival, envious of the love 8) _____________  

Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl, deceives the princess by falsely informing her of 

Popocatepetl's death in combat. The antagonist's motive for spreading this lie is 

rooted in his envy and desire to 9) ________________ their relationship. While the 

legend does not provide further details about this character, their actions create a  

10) ________________ and contribute to the tragic outcome of the story. 
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