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Comparative adjectives - Handout 

Comparative adjectives compare a noun with another and enable us to say whether 
a noun has more or less of a particular quality. 

 

My dog runs faster than yours. 
 

 
 
Comparative adjectives are used in sentences where two nouns are compared, in 
this pattern: 
 

Noun (subject) + verb + comparative adjective + than + noun (object). 
 
Rules for forming comparatives adjectives 
 

One-syllable-

adjective. 

 

 

Add -er 

One-

syllable-adj. 

with final  

–e. 

Add -r 

Two-syllable-adj. 

ending with y. 

 

 

Change y to i 

+ er 

One-syllable-adj. ending 

with a single consonant 

with a single vowel 

before it. 

Double final  

consonant + er 

older shorter nicer prettier bigger 

cheaper smaller larger uglier  

darker longer  trendier  

newer     
 

Two-syllable-adjective not ending with y. 

 Three-or-more-syllables-adjective. 

more + adjective 

more charming more elegant 

more comfortable more expensive 

more colorful 

more fashionable 

more beautiful 

Examples: 

1. The watermelon is bigger than the apple. 

2. This place is nicer than my apartment. 

3. The blue jeans are more expensive than the white ones.  

4. Why men’s shoes are more comfortable than women’s? 
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